Proteus syndrome.
Proteus syndrome is a rare sporadic, hamartoneoplastic disorder of vascular, skeletal, and soft tissues that causes asymmetry of the skull, body, arms, and the legs. The name "Proteus" of the Greek god who had the ability to change his shape was coined to define the variety of deformities including partial gigantism of the hands or feet, asymmetry of the arms and legs, hypertrophy of long bones, plantar hyperplasia, haemangiomas, lipomas, varicosities, linear verrucous epidermal naevi, macrocephaly, and cranial hyperostoses. The basic defect seems to be the focal overgrowth of cellular elements in skin, bone, and other connective tissues. The variable features of the syndrome make differential diagnosis challenging for clinicians. The most important features are the hamartomatous disorders. The long-term prognosis is still not clear. As it is a hamartoneoplastic and incompletely delineated syndrome, the patients must be followed up because of the possible risk of neoplasms.